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Abstract

Because schools play a crucial role in the transmission of Hakka language in modern
society, the Hakka Affairs Council is promoting Hakka language immersion across
Taiwan. According to other countries’ experience in implementing heritage language
immersion, improvement of teacher quality and teaching strategies are key factors to
the success of language immersion teaching. At present, research on Hakka language
immersion programs in preschools is still lacking in Taiwan. Therefore, this study
aimed to develop a verification scale for Hakka language immersion in kindergartens
as well as explore how kindergarten teachers apply immersion strategies to teach the
Hakka language. First, this study conducted a content analysis for literature review and
focus group interviews to formulate a preliminary checklist. After reliability and
validity analyses, the preliminary checklist was revised, after which the official scale
was devised. The scale comprised three dimensions, namely the Hakka language
curriculum content, Hakka language teaching strategies, and use of the Hakka language
among teachers and students. Researchers of this study used the official checklist to
conduct classroom observations. After analyzing the observation records, this study
summarized the following teaching strategies commonly used in kindergartens:
switching between class and daily life expressions during the themed lessons, designing
games for children to practice the language repeatedly, creating a friendly environment
in which children can express themselves and respond freely, class management,
routine establishment or routine use of Hakka language, and designing activities for
children to talk to each other in Hakka language.

Keywords: heritage language teaching, Hakka language immersion teaching in

preschool, teaching strategy, checklist
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1 2 2FEFNREKERTEZFRLFE A 4750385 (IN=61)

FaBor ool BIAER
BRE  S5E sEMEH

i i B Bt Lk
# # #
2 NEFTE4 5 R A TERRES 48 26 44
4 ARBEEMAREZ TR 81 .00 -.03
6 ST IR R R RN A 45 34 31
10 M FHEHEh B s B 53 25 38
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