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Abstract

Ground Tea is nowadays a familiar term to almost everyone in Taiwan whether you are
Hakka people or not. It has become a famous cultural drink which represents one of Hakka’s tea
conventions. Back to the time of March 1991, the first Ground Tea store opened on Beipu’s old
temple street where was the central core of this Hakka township. Through culturally creative
package, this outmoded Hakka drink was gradually transformed into a specific and unique tea
culture in Beipu area. What the key factors of the success of Ground Tea is, what kinds of the
challenges Ground Tea has currently faced, and What the future of Ground Tea will be. Being the
owner of a Ground Tea store and from the insider’s points of view, this thesis is to explore and

answer those questions above.

To begin with, I refer to the historic background of Beipu’s cultivation, explore the rise and
growth of Ground Tea, and investigate the industrial documents of Ground Tea. Next, | aim to
discover that what the development of Ground Tea has influenced on Hakka’s culture and how
Hakka people have reacted to this “old and new” Hakka culture it conveys. Furthermore, in the
purpose of finding the crucial factors of Ground Tea’s success, I survey and interview the initiator
of Beipue’s first Ground Tea store and other proprietors to reveal constructive motivations,
process background, and management measures and achievements.

In conclusion, I points out that the development of Beipu’s Ground Tea stands for cultural
and economic meanings. The spread of Ground Tea has not only caused the blooming of local
tourist economy but also cohered Hakka people’s identification. In other words, the popularity of
Ground Tea which reproduced by many other Hakka regions has successfully promoted and
renewed this Hakka ancient tea drink and further recreated a cultural image of Hakka people.
However, what are the key elements of Ground Tea’s achievements? I attribute to its fine cultural
storytelling, consumers’ direct cultural experience in personal level, government’s cultural-policy
support, and proprietors’ methods of management. Those key factors jointly create a classic

cultural industry of Ground Tea in Beipu.

Last, as Ground Tea has stepped into its maturity, how to sustain its cultural and economic
benefits and even advance it will become a major challenge to Ground Tea industry. Hopefully
my research results will suggest some useful ideas for the proprietors and government officials
and provide some research directions for the future following study.

Key keywords : Cultural experience, Culture Industry, Beipu ground tea
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