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Abstract -

This study mainly used research methods, such as literature review, field
survey, and interviews with the elderly, to investigate the process of Hakka
people’s migration  from Hsindaluguan (Gaoshu ‘Township Guangxing
Village)to the riverside floating land in Neipu Township Dongshi village in the
end of the Japanese colonial period, the formation and development of Ta-Ho
community, and interactions and cultural adaptation of migrants in the
migration area. This study discovered that the push forces for Hakka people to
migrate from Hsindaluguan to Ta-Ho Community in Neipu Township were not
simply limited political migration and floods. The push forces also included the
inferior natural environment of the original residence, loss of arable lands
caused by establishment of Chang Chi embankment and Ailiao River diversion,
pressure caused by limited land resources and constantly increasing population,
and ethnic conflicts. The pull forces of migration area attracting people from
Hsindaluguan included the Japanese government’s land planning, close
distance between the migration area and original residence, provision of

residence base and arable lands by the migration area, and demand for



manpower from the vast sucrose industry in Pingtung Plain. Migration path and
method: the Hakka people crossed riverbed of Ailiao River during dry reason,
and passed through Xiguayuan (Yanpu Township Zhenxing Village),
Dingtahsin, Hsiatahsin, and Fantzushuo (Neipu Township Jianxing Village) to
Ta-Ho Community or passed through Xiguayuan, Pengkeng (Hsuimen),
Dingfuchun, and Hsiafuchun (Longchuan) to Ta-Ho Community.

At the early stage of migration to Ta-Ho Community, the Hakka people
mainly planted drought-tolerant crops, such as sugar canes, sweet potatoes, and
peanuts. The migrants made use of local resources, and built houses at the
residence base allocated by the Japanese government. The arable lands in early
days were mainly gravel loam lacking of water source where only drought-
tolerant crops were planted and farmers raised pigs as a side occupation.
Afterwards, the farmers purchased soil to fill the land, and then started to grow
rice. After 1980s, the price of rice fell, and farmers started to grow economic
crops, such as areca and wax apple. In 2009, Keta Road was completed and
opened to traffic, which expanded the rural vision of Ta-Ho and had a
significant impact on the development of Ta-Ho Community.

The Hsindaluguan Hakka people migrating to Ta-Ho passed down the
traditional Hakka religious belief and culture. They built temples of the patron
saint - God of the Soil and the Ground around the community. They also
followed the new customs of the migration area by integrating and identifying
with the religious belief and culture of original residents. They followed the
custom of original residents to worship Marshal Zhongtan and the brave Jun-
Ying Du. However, culturally, they preserved the architectural culture of
Hakkas house for extended family, as well as customs, such as Huan-Fu festival
and ghost festival, of their hometown. Moreover, after the long-term exposure,
coordination, and mutual influence, the culture with local characteristics was
formed. For example, owing to the influence from the Minnan people, Hakka

people changed the pork,chicken and fish as offerings to vegetables. Owing to
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the influence from the Hakka people, the original residents started to change
the name of family temple to the pattern of “Tang” as the middle word. In terms
of language, different ethnic groups mutually learn and adapt to different
languages. The original residents learned to speak Daluguan Hakka language,
while the Hakka people also learned to speak Minnan Language. However, in
Ta-Ho community, Daluguan Hakka language was still prominent and was the
foundation formed by identity awareness of the community and an indicator for
identifying each other.

In addition to making up for the deficiencies of migrant studies in Liudui
area, this study also used the interviews with the elderly to document the large-
scale migration at the time, the collective memories of severe casualties caused
by the U.S. bombing during the World War I, and folk activities, such as Huan-
Fu and ghost festival as the historical records and interpretations of this small
area, which are the academic values and contributions of this study. Ta-Ho
Community is advised to continue holding featured folk activities in the future
to successfully pass down community building and cultural inheritance to
enable the future generations to highly value their historical and cultural
characteristics of their hometown. Moreover, Ta-Ho Community is also advised
to follow the concept of “museums everywhere” of Hakka Affairs Council and
fight for the opportunity for Liudui Hakka Cultural Park to become a part of

“Ecology Museum”

Keywords: Liudui Hakka, Ta-Ho Community, Jun-Ying Du, Second

migrants, Push-pull Theory, Localization
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