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A Study on “Tai Po's Hakka” Immigrants' Life Adaptation and the Ethnic
group’s Identity in Taiwan since 1945

Abstract

This study employed Hakka people from Tai Po, Guangdong Province, who had
moved to Taiwan after 1945. After arriving in Taiwan, they settled in southern areas,
such as Pingtung, Tainan, and Miaoli, among other places. There were a total of
eleven research subjects. Through in-depth interviews and discourse analysis, the
author tried to understand the mentality of the Tai Po Hakka immigrants who had
moved to Taiwan, and the choices, adaptations, and relationships that followed the Tai
Po’s Hakka immigration, in order to record the collective memories and the ethnic
identity of the Tai Po Hakka immigrants. The purpose of the research is threefold.
First, people with similar immigration background experiences should be provided
emotional connections to increase opportunities for communication; second, to allow
the parties to recognize and appreciate the arduous task undertaken by their ancestors
by moving to Taiwan to settle down and start their own businesses; and third, in
response to questions raised during a literature search, the ethnic identity of the Tai Po

Hakka immigrants after the war is explained.

Looking back at the immigration history of the Tai Po Hakka immigrants, it was
found that eight years of fights was followed by a civil war between the Kuomintang
and the Communist Party in mainland China. Life was not stable, which prompted
them to choose to emigrate. The choice of Taiwan as a place of residence was effected
by many considerations, including Taiwan's suitability for living, suitability for
farming, proximity to their home country and leaders, and work availability. Tai Po
Hakka immigrants needed to face unexpected and unfamiliar elements such as the
physical environment, language, diet, interpersonal relationships, and education in a
new environment, and gradually adapt to life in their new home. From their personal
language and their dietary customs, it is evident that the collective memory of the
immigrant parents, conveyed by language and diet to their children, allowed the
Hakka culture to continue in succeeding generations. In action, this manifests itself as
the acts of participating in hometown associations and returning home to visit
relatives. It gives rise to subjective feelings such as sense of identity, glory, feelings of

affection and belonging, and it allows for recognition of the Tai Po hometown.

Keywords: Hakka, Waishein-Hakka,Tai Po's Hakka, Adaptation of life, Ethnic identity
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