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Abstract

This research will address the effect of parental loss and possible kin support
by investigating infant mortality in Hakka families. In other words, we treat an
individual's probability of dying as an indicator of access to material and
immaterial household resources while including the nature of household roles and
kin relationships. By using reliable longitudinal datasets for XinZhu (Taiwan),
which are available from the THHRD, | hope to overcome shortcomings of
previous studies. For example, almost no studies investigated factors for infant
mortality in historical Asian populations because of the under registration of girls.
In contrast, the THHRD offers reliable data for both female and male infants and
makes studying infant mortality for both sexes possible. In addition to overcoming
previous shortcomings, we also hope to provide some innovation insights
regarding the Eurasian debate and family structures. Do Hakka households and
Minnan households make differences for infant survival when a parent dies? Or
does losing a mother or father have the same consequences no matter ethnic
groups one lived?
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