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From Craftsmen to Artists : The Value Innovation and the Taste Shape of

the Cultural Intermediaries
Student: Shu-Yi Huang Advisor: Dr. Jui-Chih Lien
Degree Program of Hakka Society and Culture, College of Hakka Studies,
National Chiao Tung University

ABSTRACT

Seventies was the era of the rapid collapse of traditional industries in Taiwan.
Many ceramics factories faced bankruptcy; and therefore, the life time career of the
senior craftsmen was shortened and these senior craftsmen struggled to work the ways
out by finding methads to transform this dying industry.This study focuses on the
family industry.in' Zhunan Snake Kiln—the Lin family, who play an.important role in
local ceramics industry, especially Lin Tianfu, Lin Ruihua, and Deng Shuhui.

Until today, the traditional skills have been withered; however, the old ceramic
factory of Lin Tianfu in Zhunan Snake Kiln was able to be transformed into a
ceramics Eco-museum and-the-Local Cultural Hall in Zhunan Snake Kiln. Lin Ruihua
has not only inherited from his father’s, Lin Tianfu’s, working philosophy and skills
but also worked hard to transform this dying pottery industry to adopt itself into the
nowadays world. Besides, Lin Ruihua found the beauty of firewood in the ceramics
area--"Ten colored kiln Khan" and “Glazed Mother*. Both father and son dedicate
their life to the study of ceramics.

This research discovers the process of this artist creation. Deng Shuhui, the
daughter-in-law of Lin Tianfu, and the wife of Lin Ruihua, was the key role as a
cultural intermediaries. Deng Shuhui helps to coordinate both official and unofficial
cultural organizations, absorb suggestions, publish related studies, set up exhibitions,
tea ceremonies, community technical arts, creative industries, skills transfer learning
and other strategies.

With many interviews, and historic researches, this study depicts the family’s
success to bring out “the Lin Firewood”, which is the new concept of ceramics
aesthetics with high-temperature wood-fired skills. The Lin family prospers the local
dying ceramics industry by infusing this new craftsmanship.

This study shows that the traditional cultural spirit, the skill innovation and the
operating status are the three keys of craftsman jumped status. These three elements
are also each separately represented by Lin Tianfu, Lin Ruihua and Deng Shuhui.

Keywords: Shaping Artists, Cultural Intermediaries, the Value of Innovation,
Taste and Shape, Skill Heritage.
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